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SUBJECT: ESCOBAR ON NEUTRALITY TREATIES AND PARTIES 

SUMMARY. ROMULO ESCOBAR BETHANCOURT APPARENTLY HEWED 
CLOSELY TO THE GOVERNMENT LINE OF WAIT-AND-SEE AT A PUBLIC 
MEETING ON THE TREATIES SPONSORED BY A PANAMANIAN BUSINESS 
ORGANIZATION. END SUMMARY. 

1 . ROMULO ESCOBAR BETHANCOURT, FORMER CHIEF PANAMANIAN 
NEGOTIATOR PARTICIPATED IN A PUBLIC DISCUSSION 

APRIL 6, ALONG WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF FOUR POLITICAL 
GROUPINGS - THE LIBERAL PARTY, THE PANAMENISTA PARTY, 

THE INDEPENDENT DEMOCRATIC MOVEMENT (POLITICAL ARM OF THE 
INDEPENDENT LAWYERS MOVEMENT) AND THE CHRISTIAN DEMOCRATIC 
PARTY. ACCORDING TO THE PRESS SOME 100 PERSONS ATTANDED THE 
CONFERENCE, WHICH WAS SPONSORED BY THE PANAMANIAN BUSINESS 
EXECUTIVES ASSOCIATION (APEDE). 

2. ESCOBAR SAID THAT THE GOVERNMENT WOULD CARRY 
OUT AN EXTENSIVE "CONSULTATION" WITH THE PANAMANIAN 
PEOPLE IN ORDER TO DETERMINE ITS POSITION ON THE TREATIES, 

AFTER THEY HAVE BEEN APPROVED BY THE UNITED STATES 
SENATE. HE SAID THAT SUCH CONSULTATION MIGHT INCLUDE 
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A NEW PLEBISCITE. 

3. ESCOBAR. IN ANSWER TO A QUESTION, SAID THAT HIS 
MARCH 16 STATEMENT THAT THE TREATIES WERE "POTABLE" WAS 
NOT MADE HASTILY, BUT HE NEVERTHELESS SAID THAT THE 
PANAMANIAN GOVERNMENT WOULD MAKE UP ITS MIND ON THE 
TREATIES ONLY AFTER SENATE APPROVAL. 
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4. ESCOBAR SAID THAT THE POLITICAL PARTIES WERE 
DREAMING IF THEY THOUGHT THE GOVERNMENT WOULD 
RETURN TO THE "CORRUPT" POLITICAL PARTY DOMINATION 
WHICH EXISTED PRIOR TO 1968. HE SAID THERE WOULD BE 
NO DECREE TO LEGALIZE THE PARTIES BEFORE THE AUGUST 
ELECTIONS. BUT HE SUGGESTED THAT AFTER AUGUST A NEW 
POLITICAL PARTY SYSTEM MIGHT BE DRAWN UP TO PROVIDE 
FOR PARTY PARTICIPATION, BUT IN THE CONTEXT OF CURRENT 
POLITICAL REALITIES (PRESUMABLY INCLUDING NATIONAL 
GUARD DOMINANCE OF THE GOVERNMENT). 

5. THE NON-GOVERNMENT POLITICIANS ROUNDLY ZAPPED 
THE GOVERNMENT AND THE TREATIES. THE MOST MODERATE 
STATEMENT WAS BY DAVID SAMUDIO, PRESIDENT OF THE 
LIBERAL PARTY. HE REITERATED THE PARTY'S POSITION 
AGAINST THE NEUTRALITY TREATY AS AMENDED. UNLIKE 
THE OTHER PARTY POLITICAL SPOKESMEN, HE DID NOT ASK 

FOR AN IMMEDIATE RETURN TO A PARTY-BASED PARLIAMENTARY 
SYSTEM, BUT RATHER SUGGESTED REFORMS WHICH WOULD LEAD 
ULTIMATELY TO SUCH A SYSTEM. ONE OF HIS SUGGESTIONS 
WAS FORPOPULAR ELECTION OF THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 
WHICH IS NOW APPOINTIVE. 

6. WE UNDERSTAND THE CONFERENCE WAS FILMED AND WILL 
BE SHOWN ON LOCAL TV APRIL 1 1. 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 03 PANAMA 02381 072255Z 


7. COMMENT: THOUGH ESCOBAR DID NOTSAY SO, HIS "POTABLE" 
STATEMENT IS CLEARLY "INOPERATIVE AT THIS POINT IN 
TIME". ON THE OTHER HAND, HE LEFT THE 

GOVERNMENT'S OPTIONS OPEN, AS TO ITS ULTIMATE DECISION. 

8. SUBSEQUENT TO PREPARATION OF FOREGOING MESSAGE, 
FOREIGN MINISTRY RELEASED ITS COMMUNIQUE ON PRESS 
REPORTS REGARDING TORRIJOS LETTER TO OTHER CHIEFS 
OF GOVERNMENT (PANAMA 2346). FOLLOWING SENTENCE IS 
AN EXCERPT FROM AN ACAN/EFE WIRE SERVICE ITEM 
REPORTING THIS COMMUNIQUE AND AN INTERVIEW WITH 
ESCOBAR FILED FROM PANAMA THIS AFTERNOON: BEGINQUOTE: 
ESCOBAR TOLD ACAN/EFE THAT THE MESSAGE FORWARDED TO 
FOREIGN GOVERNMENTS EXPLAINED PANAMA'S "POSITION IN 
PRINCIPLE" ON U.S. RATIFICATION WITHOUT YET 
DEFINITIVELY REJECTING THE AMENDMENTS" (FBIS/ 

PANAMA PA 0721 15Y). AS OF 1700 APRIL 7, GOP 
COMMUNIQUE WAS PUBLISHED WITHOUT PARTICULAR COMMENT 
IN AFTERNOON "LA REPUBLICAN ", BUT THERE HAS BEEN NO 
FURTHER LOCAL BROADCAST OR PRESS MEDIA COVERAGE 

OF THIS OR ANY OTHER STATEMENTS TODAY BY ESCOBAR. 
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